In this way, our Lord favored his faith and truth, giving the realm to Queen Mary in a victory illustrious and bloodless, some twenty years after her father, King Henry, had begun the schism in England. God placed her upon the throne, he preserved her from the arms, power, and malice of practically all the nobles of the realm, and he punished those who had disturbed and corrupted it for the sake of their own ambition. Let all mortals know that his divine majesty provides for human affairs, and although he may wait and, to our eyes, delay, in the end he rewards and punishes in his own time, and the good do not despair and the wicked do not prevail.2
1 Sander, De origine ac progressu, 328-29, 332-35. 2 1 Kings 2:9. 3 "On the thirty-first of July her Majesty the Queen made her entry, amid all imaginable joy of the people. She brought with her about five thousand soldiers on horseback, and more than fifteen hundred courtiers, the least of whom wore a velvet suit and chain, and others were arrayed sumptuously." Guaras, Contemporary Relation, 100. 4 Though she was uncomfortable with the title, Mary remained supreme head of the Church of England for at least a year, using it publicly until the end of 1553; ironically, it was in this capacity that she ordered visitations of the universities and the dioceses. In September 1553, Pole's associates in England informed him that "Mary thinks to abandon the headship, but has been persuaded to wait for parliament" and that "She will swear the same oath as her father, and does not want the headship. Parliament will lift all laws about it." Loades, Reign of Mary Tudor, 108. crp, 2:187, 194. 5 In August 1553, Mary released Thomas Howard from the Tower, where he had been imprisoned since 1547. The octogenarian duke was restored to his former prominence, dying the following year. Also freed was the nobleman Edward Courtenay (1526-56), a prisoner since 1538.
people from the tribute King Edward had imposed upon them, and mandated a just and fair value for the currency, lest her subjects be burdened or deprived of their property.6 By this all with eyes to see7 perceived how monarch had given way to monarch, from a heretic prince to a Catholic princess, and rejoiced at so wonderful a transformation. And because until parliament assembled the queen's authority could not compel the people to attend the divine offices and other Catholic ecclesiastical rites, while it was being convened she suspended by public edict the execution of her brother's laws supporting the heretics. And she exhorted all to abandon the heretics' temples, company, and communion and return to the rites and communion of the Catholic Church.8 In the public eye, she practiced what she preached, and by the mere declaration of her will and her example the whole populace was inspired to imitate their queen and lady. Thus it was that the divine offices began to be celebrated once more in Catholic churches across the realm; the pulpits were taken by Catholic preachers and the heretics forced to keep silent, as was confirmed much later by the public authority of parliament, which repealed all the laws passed against the Catholic faith in Edward's reign.9 Throughout England and Ireland, and all other places subject to the crown, it was ordered that the ancient forms of the divine offices and the Mass be restored.10
The heretics took considerable umbrage and offense at this change, but they did not dare protest or resist. Even so, there was one heretic more brash and frenzied than the rest who, when a Catholic churchman mounted the pulpit in Saint Paul's in London for the first time since Queen Mary's accession, and
